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WA L L  C H A R T

The 12 Islamic Months ةُ  يَّ  رِ هِجْ لْ رُ ا هُ شْ الأَ

ةٌ عَ بَ  رْ هَا أَ رْضَ مِنْ مَاوَاتِ وَالْأَ  لَقَ السَّ مَ خَ يَوْ هِ   لَّ تَابِ ال كِ فِي  رًا  شَهْ شَرَ  عَ نَا  هِ اثْ  لَّ نْدَ ال هُورِ عِ  شُّ ةَ ال  نَّ عِدَّ إِ

رُمٌ حُ
“The number of months with Allah is twelve in the Book of Allah, the day He created the heavens and the

earth; of them four are sacred.” (At-Tawbah 9:36)

م رَّ حَ مُ
Muharram

Sacred month · ‘Ashura fast (9th &
10th)

1
SACRE D

ر فَ  صَ
Safar

No bad luck in Safar

2

ل أَوَّ عٌ ال بِي  رَ
Rabi‘ al-Awwal

3

ر عٌ الآخِ بِي  رَ
Rabi‘ al-Akhir

4

أُولَى ى ال ادَ مَ جُ
Jumada al-Ula

5

ة رَ ى الآخِ ادَ مَ جُ
Jumada al-Akhirah

6

ب جَ  رَ
Rajab

Sacred month

7
SACRE D

ان بَ  عْ شَ
Sha‘ban

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم fasted much of it

8

ان ضَ  مَ رَ
Ramadan

Fasting · Laylat al-Qadr in the odd
nights of the last ten

9

ال وَّ شَ
Shawwal

1st: Eid al-Fitr · six days of fasting

10

ة دَ عْ و الْقَ ذُ
Dhul-Qa‘dah

Sacred month

11
SACRE D

ة جَّ  و الْحِ ذُ
Dhul-Hijjah

Sacred · first ten days · Arafah
(9th) · Eid al-Adha (10th)

12
SACRE D
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F O R  PA R E N T S

What is special in each month
Only what is established in the Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah is listed. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم did not set aside other
dates of the year for celebration or special worship; we have two Eids only (Abu Dawud 1134).

Month What the Sunnah teaches

Muharram
رَّم حَ مُ

A sacred month: avoid wrongdoing even more · At-Tawbah 9:36 · al-Bukhari 4662
The best fasting after Ramadan is in Allah’s month al-Muharram · Muslim 1163
‘Āshūrā’, the 10th: fasting it expiates the past year. Fast the 9th with it · Muslim
1162, 1134

Safar
فَر صَ Safar is not a month of bad luck: “There is no ṣafar” · al-Bukhari 5757

Rajab
رَجَب A sacred month: avoid wrongdoing even more · At-Tawbah 9:36 · al-Bukhari 4662

Sha‘ban
بَان عْ شَ

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم fasted more in Sha‘ban than in any month except Ramadan · al-
Bukhari 1969, Muslim 1156
Get ready for Ramadan; make up any missed fasts · al-Bukhari 1950

Ramadan
ان رَمَضَ

The month of fasting, in which the Qur’an was sent down · Al-Baqarah 2:183–185
Pray at night (tarawih) with faith and hope of reward · al-Bukhari 37
Seek Laylat al-Qadr in the odd nights of the last ten · al-Bukhari 2017
Give Zakat al-Fitr before the Eid prayer · al-Bukhari 1503

Shawwal
ال وَّ شَ

1st: ‘Īd al-Fiṭr. No fasting on the day of Eid · al-Bukhari 1990, Muslim 1137
Fast six days of Shawwal after Ramadan · Muslim 1164

Dhul-Qa‘dah
لْقَعْدَة ذُو ا A sacred month: avoid wrongdoing even more · At-Tawbah 9:36 · al-Bukhari 4662

Dhul-Hijjah
ة جَّ حِ  ذُو الْ

A sacred month, the month of Hajj · At-Tawbah 9:36 · Al-Baqarah 2:197
The first ten days are the best days for good deeds · al-Bukhari 969
9th: Day of ‘Arafah. Fasting it (if not on Hajj) expiates two years · Muslim 1162
10th: ‘Īd al-Aḍḥā and the sacrifice · al-Bukhari 5545
11th–13th: Days of Tashrīq, days of eating, drinking and remembering Allah; no
fasting · Muslim 1141

In every month and every week
Monday and Thursday fasting (at-Tirmidhi 747 · sahih; Muslim 1162)

The White Days: 13th, 14th and 15th of every Hijri month (an-Nasa’i 2420, at-Tirmidhi 761 · hasan)
Jumu‘ah every Friday: ghusl, Surat al-Kahf, many salawat (al-Bukhari 877; al-Hakim (sahih: al-
Albani); Abu Dawud 1047)

How the months begin: each Hijri month starts when the new crescent (hilāl) is sighted,
so it has 29 or 30 days. “Fast when you see it and stop fasting when you see it” (al-
Bukhari 1909, Muslim 1081).
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AC T I V I T Y

Learn the months
Name Date

1 · Trace and say
Trace each month and say its name in English.

1. م رَّ حَ ممُ رَّ حَ مُ
2. ر فَ  رصَ فَ  صَ
3. ل أَوَّ عٌ ال ي بِ  لرَ أَوَّ عٌ ال ي بِ  رَ
4. ر عٌ الآخِ ي بِ  ررَ عٌ الآخِ ي بِ  رَ
5. أُولَى ى ال ادَ مَ جُ ى أُولَ ى ال ادَ مَ جُ
6. ة رَ ى الآخِ ادَ مَ جُ ة رَ ى الآخِ ادَ مَ جُ
7. ب جَ  برَ جَ  رَ
8. ان بَ  عْ انشَ بَ  عْ شَ
9. ان ضَ  مَ انرَ ضَ  مَ رَ
10. ال وَّ الشَ وَّ شَ
11. ة دَ عْ و الْقَ ذُ ة دَ عْ قَ و الْ ذُ
12. ة جَّ  و الْحِ ذُ ة جَّ  حِ و الْ ذُ

2 · Quiz
1. Which month do we fast?

2. Which month has ‘Īd al-Aḍḥā?

3. Name the four sacred months.

4. Which month comes before Ramadan?

5. On which day of Muharram is ‘Āshūrā’?

6. Which days of every month are the White Days?

3 · This month
Which Hijri month is it now? Ask a grown-up, then
write it in Arabic or English:

Answers: 1. Ramadan · 2. Dhul-Hijjah · 3. Dhul-Qa‘dah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram, Rajab · 4. Sha‘ban · 5. the 10th ·
6. 13th, 14th, 15th
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م رَّ حَ مُ
Muharram

1

ر فَ  صَ
Safar

2

ل أَوَّ عٌ ال بِي  رَ
Rabi‘ al-Awwal

3

ر آخِ عٌ ال بِي  رَ
Rabi‘ al-Akhir

4

أُولَى ى ال ادَ مَ جُ
Jumada al-Ula

5

ة رَ خِ آ ى ال ادَ مَ جُ
Jumada al-Akhirah

6

ب جَ  رَ
Rajab

7

ان بَ  عْ شَ
Sha‘ban

8

ان ضَ  مَ رَ
Ramadan

9

ال وَّ شَ
Shawwal

10

ة دَ عْ و الْقَ ذُ
Dhul-Qa‘dah

11

ة جَّ  و الْحِ ذُ
Dhul-Hijjah

12

Cut out, mix up, and put the months in order salafimom.com 4


